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FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

“Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room”

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.  (John 3:16)

The first Sunday of Advent, December 3, is quickly
approaching. One way your family can celebrate the
season is to find a special spot in your home where a
nativity scene can be displayed throughout Advent.
You can start with a stable and some toy animals,
and slowly add a couple of the characters each week,
holding back the baby Jesus until Christmas Day.

A nativity scene in your home is a great reminder
to children of something much bigger than ourselves
and helps us prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth
of Jesus. If you don’t have a nativity scene and would
like one, please reach out to me.

Amidst the hustle and bustle of the holidays, try
to fit in time with your children to experience God’s
love by helping others. One of the best gifts we can
share with them is having them experience the joy of
giving. At Round Hill we have an Angel Tree set up
in the Parlor during the weeks before Christmas. As
a family you can pick a tag off the tree and purchase
a gift for someone who might otherwise not receive
one. A little love goes a long way.

Please join us for our Advent Celebration and
Tree Lighting on November 26. It is a special time
to be together as a church family, and you can make
an Advent wreath to take home and light a candle
with your children each week in preparation for Je-
sus” birthday. It is a tradition in my home almost as
sacred as eating a daily chocolate from the Advent
Calendar!

Save the date for the Best Christmas Pageant Ever,
coming soon on Sunday, December 17.

- Jenny Byxbee
Director of Children’s Ministries

ADVENT CELEBRATION

Advent Celebration and Tree Lighting
Sunday, November 26
5:00 to 7:00 p.m., Community House

How do we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus?
Advent is a season of waiting, hoping, and antici-
pating. A time for preparing. We shop, we wrap, we
bake, but how do we prepare our hearts for the com-
ing of Jesus?

Let this season begin with significance and sim-
ple joy for you and your family. Join us for our Advent
Celebration and Tree Lighting for a special message
around the fireplace. Then make your own Advent
wreath with greens and candles to use throughout
the season. Children are invited to decorate ginger-
bread cookies, and everyone can share chili, pizza,
and hot chocolate.

Leslie Smith will lead us in caroling before we go
outside to light the Round Hill Christmas tree. All
ages are welcome.

RSVP to church@roundhillcommunitychurch.org by
November 20. Admission is $10 per family.



WORSHIP

Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 17, 10:00 a.m.

Our traditional Christmas Pageant will take place, as
it does every year, in the wonderful life-size Nativity
setting created over thirty years ago by Ann Winston.
Stored carefully for over 35 years, this set continues
to bring us and our growing congregation such joy
today.

This year is particularly special as Ann will attend
the Pageant with her family. We plan to honor her
during the morning and to present her with a small
gift of appreciation. Linda Seaver, Ines Kingsley, and
Becky Jasperson are part of the planning team.

Ann Winston was a beloved member of the
Church for many years. During the 1980s, when the
congregation worshiped in the Community House
while our present church was being built, Ann be-
gan to make the wonderful Nativity scene we enjoy
today. Linda Seaver, who joined the Church in 1983,
remembers that Ann had already made a donkey and
the oxen and the crib and Linda began to help her.
Linda writes “Ann designed it all, painted most of the
animals, cut them out . . . told me to design the back-
drop, which I painted to her specifications. I painted
two camels and another goat, copies of her work. She
cut and painted all the trees and collected the pottery
and straw and started the costume collection . .. Ann
designed the costumes and I just replicated her sam-
ples. I haunted tag sales and resale shops for years to
find other costumes.” Linda also wrote the script and
continues to adjust it each year to suit the changing
cast of children. We thank Linda for her many years
of guiding the “best Christmas Pageant ever.

Worship Notes
The Worship Committee has been working for the
past several months to assist in preparations for Ed’s
sabbatical beginning April 29, 2018. The plans are be-
ing made to ensure that Dan has assistance with the
additional pastoral duties he will be assuming, and
that we continue to have outstanding worship ser-
vices during Ed’s time away.

— Jean Jacullo, Worship Chair

OUTREACH: FAITH IN ACTION

Round Hill Leadership Grant to

Greenwich United Way
Our Outreach Committee has re-
9 cently made the decision to give a
greenwich  Leadership Grant of $12,300 to the
UNITED WAY

United Way of Greenwich for Early
Childhood Development, based on
the research the organization has done about needs
in the Greenwich area.

This quarter, the United Way Board is enthusi-
astically focusing on the final stages of fundraising
for “Early Childhood Achievement Gap Solutions”
with an anticipated launch in early 2018. Under the
leadership of Board and Executive Committee mem-
ber Nancy Weissler, the United Way has finalized an
unprecedented agreement with the Greenwich Public
Schools establishing the baseline data and ongoing
performance metrics for tracking results.

With 70% of funds needed raised to date, they are
$400,000 away from introducing a highly regarded and
data-driven, two-pronged approach to reduce the
early childhood achievement gap for low income chil-
dren in Greenwich: In-home parent education for chil-
dren aged 0-3 plus an enriched preschool experience.

The goals that the United Way has stated for this
program are consistent with the stated goals of Round
Hill's outreach efforts, and we are thrilled to be a part
of this important work.

Local Insights. Lasting Resulte

Inspirica Volunteer Opportunities

Inspiricaﬁ

from homeless to home

Interested in volunteering at Inspirica in Stamford?
Each Tuesday a group from Round Hill works with
children in the Youth Center at Inspirica from 4:00
to 6:00 p.m. If you are interested, please send the fol-
lowing information to Samantha Middlemass at In-
spirica: Name, Day(s) of Attendance, Current email
address.

Samantha needs this information prior to your
volunteering. If you have any additional questions
please contact Jenny Rye or Caroline Lazzara.



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57eea8f1f7e0ab820edc4b78/t/580677876b8f5b8eb57a9df0/1476840383070/2016+Volunteer+Opportunities+%2B+Meal+Program.pdf
mailto:smiddlemass%40inspiricact.org.%0D?subject=Youth%20Center%20Volunteer%20RHCC
mailto:jennyrye%40me.com?subject=
mailto:ccclazzara%40gmail.com?subject=

MUSIC AT ROUND HILL

The Chamber Players of the GSO
“Russian Idyll”
Sunday, November 5, 4:00 p.m.

The Chamber Players of the Greenwich Symphony
will bring the music of Russia to Round Hill on Sun-
day, November 5, in the following program.

Gliere, Prelude, Gavotte and Scherzo from
Eight Pieces for Violin and Cello, Op. 39

Medtner, Selected Fairy Tales for Piano Solo

Hummel, Adagio and Variations on a Russian
Theme, Op. 78

Schnittke, Fugue for Solo Violin

Weinberg, Five Pieces for Flute and Piano

Rachmaninoff, Orientale for Cello and Piano
Op. 2, No. 2

Shostakovich, Piano Trio No. 1 in C minor

The selections present a smorgasbord of works by a wide
array of Russian and Soviet composers, some of whom
are not well known at all. The compositions highlight the
keyboard. The tradition of pianism in Russia will be
evident in the Medtner piece and the Rachmaninoff
Orientale as well as in the Shostakovich trio.

Andrew Gordon regards Medtner’s
music as a gift for pianists. He ex-
plains, “Because he was out of print
in the West for many years, each of
his pieces seems like a new discovery.
His “Tales” are always imaginative,
beautifully written for the piano
(even if sometimes technically challenging to play),
and accessible to the listener. Although Medtner
seemed to acquire a reputation as dry and bookish
(mainly because his music is faultlessly composed),
these descriptions could not be less deserved, and al-
most every piece is a gem.”

Tickets: $30 for adults; $5 for students. There will be
a reception for audience and musicians following the
concert.

For more information: greenwichsymphony.org/
chamber-players-greenwich-symphony

Music Sunday
November 19 at 10:00 a.m.

This will be our second Music Sun-
day of 2017. We will celebrate “With
Praise and Thanksgiving” The morning
will include special guest musicians,
readings of scripture and poetry, and the music of
Franck, Karg-Elert, Corfe, Cruger, and Lehman.
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I invite you to arrive early that morning for a par-
ticularly beautiful prelude, the Prélude, Fugue and
Variation by César Franck, which will be performed
as an organ and piano duet.

— Leslie Smith
Director of Music

CHRISTMAS ON ROUND HILL

Christmas on Round Hill
Saturday Evening, December 2
6:00 - 11:00 p.m.

Just four weeks away!

Kick off the holiday season with good friends,
dancing, cocktails, sumptuous hors doeuvres, a silent
auction, and lots of fun.

Please mark your calendars. This is our only
fundraiser of the year so we ask everyone to come,
get involved, and invite your friends and family. We
look forward to seeing you all.

For more information or to volunteer, please con-
tact Diane Davol at dianedavol@aol.com.



LES BEAUX ARTS GALLERY

The Inner Soul: Capturing Nature’s Wonders
Joseph Fama
Exhibit runs through November 30

A nature lover and romantic landscape artist, Joseph
Fama will be featured at Les Beaux Arts Gallery to
complement the mesmerizing colors of the New
England autumn.

Fama is a master of natural light. “I am a visual
translator expressing my feelings with color and
brush strokes to move someone’s heart,” he ex-
plains. He always starts with plein air color sketch-
es and completes his oil painting in his studio.
Like a hunter, he is on the lookout for picturesque
scenes and he says that it is a challenge to capture
nature with all its wondrous colors and subtleties

of shade—dark and light.

Fama attended the Pratt Institute School of Visual

Arts and is a member of the American Artist Profes-
sional League and Oil Painters of America. He exhibits
extensively throughout the nation and he presently
conducts private group art lessons.

- Mirella Hajjar, Gallery Curator

Next Board of Trustees Meeting is
Monday, November 6, at 7:30 p.m.
Minutes of Board Meetings are available for
members to see in the Church Office.
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RHCC GREEN TEAM

Long time - no rain!
RHCC gardeners should
be prompted to consider
drought tolerant plants, es-
pecially natives. A native
plant is one that occurs nat-
urally in a particular habitat,
ecosystem, or region, with-
out human introduction. It
is well adapted to the soil, moisture, and weather con-
ditions of that region. Native plants are also crucial to
native wildlife.

Connecticut natives range from azalea to zebra
grass, with many favorites along the way. Here are
some of the benefits of incorporating natives into our
landscapes:

1. Natives need less water.

2. Natives provide birds, butterflies, and bees with
nectar, berries, and seed.

3. Natives thrive without benefit of insecticides.

4. Natives are beautiful.

Some numbers to convince you to Go Native:

o A native oak tree supports 532 species of butterflies
and moths, a non-native ginko tree, just five.

« Each year, 80 million pounds of pesticides are ap-
plied to 40 million acres of lawn in the U.S. These
pesticides run off into ponds, ground water, and wells
and, ultimately, into our drinking water.

« Americans burn 800 million gallons of gas in lawn
mowers each year, contributing to CO2 and other
greenhouse gases, which in turn drive climate change.
« Native plants can be planted in both spring and fall.

For a good source of native plants, visit the
Audubon Center on Riversville Road, which twice
a year holds a sale of native perennials. See Andy
Chapin, Audubon staft member, for plants that will
thrive in our gardens as well as provide sustenance
for birds, butterflies, and bees. Andy is an expert on
natives and grows many of the plants from seed.

- Libby Cryer
RHCC Green Team



Round Hill Community Church
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NOVEMBER 2017 AT ROUND HILL COMMUNITY CHURCH

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
In Les Beaux Arts Gallery
All Saints’ Da
Joseph Fama y
The Inner Soul:
Capturing Nature’s Wonders 8 p.m. Choir 7 p.m. Small Circle
Rehearsal Supper
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10 a.m. 10:45 a.m. Staff mtg. Veterans’ Day
Worship, Adult,
Family, Youth 4-6 p.m. Volunteer 3:00 p.m. Youth
11:20 a.m. Wor- at Inspirica trip to Laser Tag
ship Meeting 8 p.m. Choir
4 p.m. Chamber 7:30 p.m. Trustees’ Rehearsal
Players Concert Meeting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10 a.m.
Worship, Adult, 10:452.m. Staff mtg, 9:00 a.m.
Family, Youth 4-6 p.m. Volunteer at
11:30 a.m., CE Volunteer at 5 Investment 6 p.m. Neighbor to
Mtg. Inspirica Cp . nv:s men Friday Night Live! | Neighbor
4 p.m., Second 7 p.m. Outreach omm. mtg. 8 p.m. Choir
Sundays at RH mtg. Rehearsal
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10a.m. 10:45 a.m. Staff mtg. | OFFICE CLOSED | OFFICE CLOSED | ORRICE CLOSED
Music Sunday 4-6 p.m. THANKSGIVING
Youth Sunday Volunteer at
]l;b“?o ;t:;l Autumn 3-6 p.m. Youth Inspirica
1ble study Center Open, CH | 6:30 p.m. Exec.
5:30 p.m. Small Comm. Mtg.
Circle Supper
26 27 28 29 30
10 a.m. 10:45 a.m. Staff mtg.
Worship, Adult,
Family, Youth
4-6 p.m.
5 p.m., Advent ;folu.ntceer at
Celebration, CH nspirica 8 p.m. Choir
Rehearsal




